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June8, 2~19— CITY COUNCIL

HONOLULU. HAWAIIThe HonorableToddApo, ChairAnd Membersof theCity Council
Honolulu City Council
530SouthKing Street, Room202
Honolulu,HI 96813

RE: Supportfor FY10Budgetfor theMayor’s Office of EconomicDevelopment

Bill 15 CD2 ExecutiveOperatingBudget

DearChairApoand fellow City Council members:

As SeniorVice Presidentfor StarwoodHotels& Resortsin Hawaii, I urgeyou to support
theMayor’s Office of EconomicDevelopmentandespecially,theproposedincreasein
theFY10 budgetfor tourism support.

Tourism,ournumberoneindustry, is in acrisis modeandit is imperativethat leadership
effortsbe madenow to reviveandmaintaintheindustry. Reducingpublic fundingfor
tourism marketingwill be unthinkablefor thenext severalyeaisbecausetourism
marketingis an investmentin jobs,future tax revenues,andeconomicwell beingfor
everyonein thestate.

We stronglysupportMayor Hannemann’sproposalto workwith thevisitor industryand
our neighborislandcountyniayorsto establishastatewidespecialtourismmarketing
fund to helpaccelerateHawaii’seconomicrecovery. Mayor Hannemannhasalready
secured$100,000from alocal bankto increaseHonolulu’scontributionto theeffort and
will work to raiseadditionalfunds. Thisspecialfund will supportprogramslike an all
Hawaii CountyMayorsWestCoastcampaignto boostvisitor arrivalsfrom our largest
sourcemarketson theWestCoast. Similarpromotionsin thepasthaveprovento be
successfi.tlin generatingasurgeobookings.

We urgeyou to supportthis projectand thankyou for yourcontinuedsupportfor the
tourismindustryduringthesechallengingtimes,

Aloha,

Keith Vieira MISC cg~~-1172
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